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HOPMAN CUP, VENUE 

147. Mr A.D. MARSHALL to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
Was that the B-grade competition or the major grade?  People who play on the centre court in Western Australia 
believe that this bloke is a bit sarcastic and big-headed, but I defend him, so my supplementary question is: does 
the minister concede that if the Burswood Dome is demolished and a new stadium is not built within a certain 
time - 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  It is getting to be a long rally. 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  I will start again.  Does the minister concede that if the Burswood Dome is demolished 
and a new stadium is not built within a certain time, Western Australia will lose the Hopman Cup? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
As I said, this is a matter that is being handled by two other ministers: the Minister for State Development, who 
has charge of EventsCorp; and the minister for finance, who is dealing with Burswood.  The member for 
Dawesville is right - 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Where is the Minister for Sport and Recreation for Western Australia? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am standing here.  I have just returned from an interesting trip to Kiwirrkurra where 
they had the big flood and all the dogs drowned.  They got new dogs back, and one little dog was yapping and 
driving all the other dogs mad; it was the worst case of small dog syndrome I had ever seen.  It reminded me of 
something I see in this place on a frequent basis. 

A government member interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We do have a former great tennis player; he represented Deakin University. 

The only way Burswood Dome will be demolished will be if we are hit by a meteor.  It will not be demolished!  I 
am certain, thanks to us, that the Hopman Cup contract will be renegotiated successfully; but, in the end, the 
Hopman Cup is now an International Tennis Federation event.  If that federation decides to move the Hopman 
Cup to Timbuktu, we can do our best but, ultimately, as the previous Government found with a range of sporting 
events that it lost to other States, it could be taken away.  The two things are related but they are not inextricably 
bound.  I am 100 per cent confident that we will not lose the Burswood Dome, at least in the foreseeable future, 
and I am talking of several years hence.  I am very hopeful, but I cannot guarantee it - nor can anyone, because 
the International Tennis Federation may change its mind - that we have the Hopman Cup for the long term.  The 
Hopman Cup is being handled by the minister responsible for EventsCorp.  The shadow Minister for Sport and 
Recreation and the shadow Cabinet should get their heads around who is responsible for what things. 
 


